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African American Voices 
 

o I’m Still Here: Black Dignity in a World Made for Whiteness by Austin Channing Brown 
o Beneath a Ruthless Sun: A True Story of Violence, Race and Justice Lost and Found by Gilbert King 
o The Travelers by Regina Porter 
o Men We Reaped by Jesmyn Ward 
o The Nickel Boys by Colson Whitehead 
o The Water Dancer by Ta-Nehisi Coates 
o Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates 
o How to be an Antiracist by Ibram X. Kendi 
o White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for White People To Talk About Race by Robin DiAngelo 
o The Sun Does Shine: How I Found Life and Freedom on Death Row by Anthony Ray Hinton 
o Born A Crime: Stories From a South African Childhood by Trevor Noah 
o Washington Black by Esi Edugyan 
o The Guide to White Women Who Teach Black Boys by Eddie Moore 
o The Color of Water: A Black Man’s Tribute to His White Mother by James McBride 
o How It Went Down by Kekla Magoon 
o Wow, No Thank You by Samantha Irby 
o An American Summer: Love and Death in Chicago by Alex Kotlowitz 
o The Paragon Hotel by Lyndsay Faye 

 

Asian American 
 

o Good Talk by Mira Jacob (Graphic Novel) 
o On Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous by Ocean Vuong 
o The Refugees by Viet Thanh Nguyen 
o The Buddha in the Attic by Julie Otsuka 
o Girl in Translation by Jean Kwok 
o Pachinko by Min Jin Lee 
o Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng 
o The Woman Warrior: Memoirs of a Girlhood Among Ghosts by Maxine Hong Kingston 
o All You Can Ever Know by Nicole Chung 
o The Astonishing Color of After by Emily X. R. Pan 
o The Kiss Quotient by Helen Hoang 



o The Leavers by Lisa Ko 
o Queen of the Night by Alexander Chee 
o Falling Leaves: The True Story of an Unwanted Chinese Daughter by Adeline Yen Mah 
o They Called Us Enemy by George Takei (Graphic Novel) 
o A River of Stars by Vanessa Hua 
o Exhalation by Ted Chiang 
o The Surrendered by Chang-rae Lee 
o The Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane by Lisa See 

 
Diverse Abilities 
 

o Disability Visibility: Twenty-first Century Disabled Voices by Alice Wong 
o Being Heumann: An Unrepentant Memoir of a Disability Rights Activist by Judith E. Heumann 
o The Pretty One: On Life, Pop Culture, Disability and Other Reasons to Fall in Love With Me  

by Keah Brown 
o Life at 8 MPH: How a Man With Cerebral Palsy Taught Me the Secret to Happiness by Peter Anderson 
o The Boys in the Bunkhouse: Servitude and Salvation in the Heartland by Dan Barry 
o The Diving Bell and the Butterfly by Jean-Dominique Bauby 
o Autism in Heels: The Untold Story of a Female Life on the Spectrum by Jennifer Cook O’Toole 
o The Curious Incident Of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon 
o The Story of a Beautiful Girl by Rachel Simon 
o All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr 
o A Three Dog Life by Abigail Thomas 
o Ugly by Robert Hoge 
o The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down by Anne Fadiman 
o House Rules by Jodi Picoult 
o Still Alice by Lisa Genova 
o Until Tuesday: A Wounded Warrior and the Golden Retriever Who Saved Him by Luis Carlos 
o Far From the Tree: Parents, Children and the Search for Identity by Andrew Solomon 
o The Kiss Quotient by Helen Hoang 
o The Sound of a Wild Snail Eating by Elisabeth Tova Bailey 

 

Female Voices 
 

o The Buddha in the Attic by Julie Otsuka 
o Girl in Translation by Jean Kwok 
o Untamed by Glennon Doyle 
o Wow, No Thank You by Samantha Irby 
o In the Dream House by Carmen Maria Machado 
o Men We Reaped by Jesmyn Ward 
o Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng 
o Girls Burn Brighter by Shoba Rao 
o Entitled: How Male Privilege Hurts Women by Kate Manne 
o Is Rape A Crime? A Memoir, an Investigation and a Manifesto by Michelle Bowdler 
o The Burning by Laura Bates 
o Stay Sexy & Don’t Get Murdered: The Definitive How-To Guide by Karen Kilgariff 
o Sex Object by Jessica Valenti 
o Bright Precious Thing by Gail Caldwell 

 

Hispanic American Voices 
 

o The Death and Life of Aida Hernandez: A Border Story by Aaron Bobrow-Strain 
o The Book of Unknown Americans by Cristina Henriquez 
o Maya’s Notebook by Isabelle Allende 
o The Devil’s Highway by Luis Alberto Urrea 
o The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao by Junot Diaz 



o How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents by Julia Alvarez 
o This is How You Lose Her by Junot Diaz 
o The Sound of Things Falling by Juan Gabriel Vasquez 
o The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo 
o Retablos: Stories From a Life Lived Along the Border by Octavio Solis 
o Dominicana by Angie Cruz 

 

Immigration 
 

o The Other Americans by Laila Lalami 
o On Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous by Ocean Vuong 
o Love Thy Neighbor: A Muslim Doctor’s Struggle for a Home in Rural America by Ayaz Virji 
o Separated: Inside an American Tragedy by Jacob Soboroff 
o The Death and Life of Aida Hernandez: A Border Story by Aaron Bobrow-Strain 
o The Good Immigrant: 26 Writers Reflect on America by Nikesh Shukla 
o Call Me American: The Extraordinary True Story of a Young Somali Immigrant by Abdi No Iftin 
o The Refugees by Viet Thanh Nguyen 
o The Devil’s Highway by Luis Alberto Urrea 
o Behold the Dreamers by Imbolo Mbue 
o The Buddha in the Attic by Julie Otsuka 
o The Book of Unknown Americans by Cristina Henriquez 
o Girl in Translation by Jean Kwok 
o The Beekeeper of Aleppo by Christy Lefteri 
o In the Country We Love: My Family Divided by Diane Guerrero 
o Fairest by Meredith Talusan 
o Dominicana by Angie Cruz 
o The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri 
o The Woman Warrior: Memoirs of a Girlhood Among Ghosts by Maxine Hong Kingston 
o The Leavers by Lisa Ko 

 

LGBTQ+ Voices 
 

o The Travelers by Regina Porter 
o Fairest by Meredith Talusan 
o Becoming Who I Am: Young Men on Being Gay by Ritch C. Savin-Williams 
o Boy Erased: A Memoir of Identity, Faith and Family by Garrard Conley 
o Untamed by Glennon Doyle 
o Sissy: A Coming-of-Gender Story by Jacob Tobia 
o Becoming Nicole: The Transformation of an American Family by Amy Ellis Nutt 
o The Paying Guests by Sarah Waters 
o She’s Not There: A Life in Two Genders by Jennifer Finney Boylan 
o The Lauras by Sara Taylor 
o Boy Meets Boy by David Levithan 
o Call Me By Your Name by Andre Aciman 
o All My Mother’s Lovers by Ilana Masad 
o Over the Top: A Raw Journey to Self-Love by Jonathan Van Ness 
o Red, White & Royal Blue by Casey McQuiston 
o Afterlife by Julia Alvarez 
o In the Dream House by Carmen Maria Machado 
o Gay Like Me: A Father Writes to His Son by Richie Jackson 
o Beautiful on the Outside by Adam Rippon 
o My Life on the Line: How the NFL Damn Near Killed Me, and Ended up Saving My Life  

by Ryan O’Callaghan 
o I Can’t Date Jesus: Love, Sex, Family, Race, and Other Reasons I’ve Put My Faith in Beyonce  

by Michael Arceneaux 
 



Native American Voices 
 

o Highway of Tears : A True Story of Racism, Indifference, and the Pursuit of Justice for Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls by Jessica McDiarmid 

o 1491: New Revelations of the Americas Before Columbus by Charles C. Mann 
o An Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States by Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz 
o Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee: An Indian History of the American West by Dee Brown 
o Empire of the Summer Moon: Quanah Parker and the Rise and Fall of the Comanches, the Most 

Powerful Indian Tribe in American History by S.C. Gwyne 
o House Made of Dawn by N. Scott Momaday 
o The Tao of Raven: An Alaska Native Memoir by Ernestine Hayes 
o The Plague of Doves by Louise Erdrich 
o The Bingo Queens of Oneida: How Two Moms Started Tribal Gaming in Wisconsin by Mike Hoeft 
o Killers of the Flower Moon: The Osage Murders and the Birth of the FBI by David Grann 
o There, There by Tommy Orange 
o Blue Horses Rush In by Luci Tapahonso 

 

Social Injustice 
 

o Biased: Uncovering the Hidden Prejudice that Shapes What We See Think and Do  
by Jennifer Eberhardt 

o Native Son by Richard Wright 
o Beneath a Ruthless Sun: A True Story of Violence, Race and Justice Lost and Found by Gilbert King 
o The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness by Michelle Alexander 
o Me and White Supremacy: Combat Racism, Change the World and Become a Good Ancestor  

by Layla F. Saad 
o Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption by Bryan Stevenson 
o A People’s History of the United States by Howard Zinn 
o The Color of Law: A Forgotten History of How Our Government Segregated America  

by Richard Rothstein 
o One Person, No Vote: How Voter Suppression is Destroying Our Democracy by Carol Anderson 
o Nobody: Casualties of America’s War on the Vulnerable, From Ferguson to Flint and Beyond  

by Marc Lamont Hill 
o The Great Divergence: America’s Growing Inequality Crisis and What We Can Do About It  

by Timothy Noah 
o The Divide: American Injustice in the Age of the Wealth Gap by Matt Taibbi 
o A Colony in a Nation by Christopher Hayes 
o The Black and the Blue: A Cop Reveals the Crimes, Racism and Injustice in America’s Law 

Enforcement by Matthew Horace 
o Half the Sky: Turning Oppression Into Opportunity for Women Worldwide  

by Nicholas D. Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn 
o Everyday Bias: Identifying and Overcoming Unconscious Prejudice in Our Daily Lives by Howard Ross 

 

Voices of those Experiencing Poverty & Homelessness 
 

o Nickel and Dimed: On Not Getting by in America by Barbara Ehrenreich 
o Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City by Matthew Desmond 
o This is All I Got: A New Mother’s Search for a Home by Lauren Sandler 
o Maid: Hard Work, Low Pay and a Mother’s Will to Survive by Stephanie Land 
o Heartland: A Memoir of Working Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country on Earth  

by Sarah Smarsh 
o $2.00 a Day: Living on Almost Nothing in America by Kathryn Edin 
o The Girl’s Guide to Homelessness by Brianna Karp 
o The Tortilla Curtain by T. Coraghessan Boyle 


